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any quantity of liquor to make him ramble, and the
medical officer stated that in his opinion the drinking
bouts did not affect deceased's health. Deceased died
from inflammation of the lungs, and t^e medical opinion
was that disease was not in any way due to excessive
drinking. Still in spite of the fact of drinking having
been concealed from the Company,, the jury gave a verdict
for the full amount claimed,, but a rule for a new trial
was afterwards obtained. After this it is difficult to say
what constitutes intemperance. There can however^be no
doubt that in this case the facts should have been made
known to the office. The real test seems to be not whether
a person drinks two ounces of alcohol or twenty-four per
day, but whether his drinking habits in any way affect
his health. Cases have been known of men who for half
their life-time rarely went to bed sober, but who neverthe-
less have lived beyond the average of life. The facts,
however,, should be made known and then the insurers can
if they like take the risk. Here again, of course, the
question of occupation will form an important point for
consideration. A person of active habits is less likely to be
affected by the same amount of diink as a person of seden-
tary habits. The words " prejudicial to health" cannot be
taken as a hard and fast rale, because what may not
affect one person might literally kill another.

" The burden of evidence falls in all such contested cases Burden of
upon the office refusing payment.    The office must prove ev^ence-
the allegation on account of which it refuses payment;
and the proof must be clear and conclusive.    It is not
sufficient to prove that a particular disease or habit had
probably existed at the time of insurance.    If the disease
or habits be shown to have certainly existed, the evidence
may still fail to prove  satisfactorily that the concealment
was either wilful or material" (Taylor, YoL II, 626.)

In the same way as intemperance forms an additional risk, Abstinence,
so also may abstinence.    This is especially the case where
persons who have been in the habit of full living, suddenly
change and adopt a course of total abstinence,   tTaylor